SLAVE LAKE 


One Person’s Perspective — Tom Cox VE6TOX 


¢ You will never know the whole story 


¢ One person’s perspective — and I never got 
to Slave Lake 


¢ Some information 1s anecdotal — like the 
yelling 


¢ This is NOT about the response in Slave 
Lake 


TERMINOLOGY 


¢ Canadianisms, eh? Km, Celsius, loonie 

¢ Province = State 

¢ SRD — Sustainable Resource Development 

¢ AEMA — Alberta Emergency Management 
Agency 

¢ SOLE — State of Local Emergency 

¢ SOE — State of Provincial Emergency 

¢ POC — Provincial Operations Centre 

¢ Reception Centre — Evacuee Shelter 


MY BACKGROUND 


MY BACKGROUND 


¢ 30 years as a wine expert 

¢ 15 years in amateur radio 

¢4 years as a trainer with AEMA 
°6 years as a restaurant bus boy 


SITUATION REPORT 


¢ Time this! 

¢ Incident 

¢ Response 

¢ Provincial Government 

e Amateur Radio 

¢ How much time did that take? 

¢ SW+H 

¢ Now you know more than I did! 


PREVIOUSLY 


¢ 1968 wildfire approaches town 
¢ 1988 flooded 


¢ 2001 Chisolm fire nearby destroys 10 
homes 


¢ 200? Fire stopped near town — fire chief 
and deputy both away that day 


¢ Slave Lake has a major fire air base 


THE PROVINCES WATCHES 


¢ Flooding issues in Southern Alberta 
¢ Significant pipeline break and spill 


¢ 24 hour monitoring of fire and any other 
issues 


TIMELINES 


SATURDAY MAY 14 


¢ 13:30 fire reported — SRD notified 

¢ 16:00 EOC established at town hall 

¢ 16:30 second large fire reported 

¢ 20:00 limited evacuations 

¢ Deployment of 2 AEMA field officers 
¢ 22:30 SOLE declared 

¢ It’s Saturday night.... 


SUNDAY MORNING 


¢ 07:00 I’m called in, arrive for Level 2 
activation 

¢ 115 fires reported — 36 out of control 

¢ Uncertainty over evacuations as some 
voluntary have started 


¢ 3 fires around Slave Lake, the Municipal 


District of Lesser Slave River and Sawridge 
Indian Band 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


¢ 13:00 — 14:00 EOC briefed by Fire Chief 
¢ Interrupted by phone and pager 


¢ Highway 2 and 88 closed — all 3 escape 
routes 


¢ Wind over 60 mph — grounds aircraft and 
starts ember attack 


¢ Reports of fire in town 
¢ 7,000 people trapped 


SUNDAY EVENING 


¢ Highway 2 opens — incredible tales of 
evacuation 


¢ Over 7,000 people leave in multiple 
directions 


¢ Back-up EOC with one phone line 


¢ Exhausted fire crews from fighting from 
Saturday afternoon on 


¢ Loss of communications 
¢ Evacuees showing up in numerous towns 


MONDAY, MAY 16 - ROUGHLY 


¢ Every government ministry active 

¢ Calgary Fire Department — 362 miles 
¢ Scribe #1 issue 

¢ Where are the reception centres? 

¢ Cooperation — Public Affairs Bureau 
¢ Athabasca and Wood Buffalo Fires 


TUESDAY, MAY 17 - ROUGHLY 


¢ List of evacuation centres 


¢ Loss of critical infrastructure — EOC, fire hall, 
hospital, library, RCMP station, radio station 
and telephone exchange 


¢ Continuing fire fighting efforts 
¢ Burnout of key personnel 

¢ Deployment of IMT to EOC 

¢ Support for evacuation centres 


ee 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 - OR SO 


¢ Recovery issues 

¢ Continued fire-fighting efforts 

¢ Damage assessment issue 

¢ Evacuee financial support issues 
¢ Re-entry plan issues 

¢ Town financial support issues 

¢ Smith Alberta! 


THURSDAY / FRIDAY 


¢ Fire fighters sleeping on floors 

¢ No hot water, services for personnel 
¢ Who is essential? 

¢ Scribe #2 issue 

¢ Smith, Alberta! 

¢ Loss of the pilot 


WHERE ARE WE AT? 


¢ 12,000 — 15,000 people evacuated 
¢ 40% of town destroyed 
¢ No power, no water, hospital, 


¢ Hundred or possibly thousands without 
homes 


¢ So why no pictures? 


¢ | did without — so you can do without (for a 
few more minutes) 


IN THE POC 


Province of Alberta Operations Centre 
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e Damage Map 


e Finally! 


e What was it like 
in Slave Lake? 


IN SLAVE LAKE 


AVRTHERR ALBERTA FIRES 


16,000 erase 
burning out of control Friend 


Peace Little Buffalo iain 
River 
O 
High Prairieo 
Seeale Lac La Biche 
Swan Hills © 


Fires in Slave Lake and another 
southwest of the town, burning 
out of control 


O Edmonton 


RICK COLVILLE, THE JOURNAL 
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¢ The EOC / Town Hall burns — courtesy 92.7 Lake FM 


Evacuation — Mitchel Nelson 
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Shane O’Brien — Edmonton Journal 
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Shane O’Brian, Edmonton Journal 


¢ First stop for 
hospital 
evacuation: 
Nova Inn 


Mike Kapusta 


¢ Fire and Evacuation - unknown 


David Blize 


¢ One neighborhood - unknown 
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¢ Hundreds of homes gone — Edmonton Journal 
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Todd Korol/Reuters 


Todd Korel, Reuters 
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Jasmine Franklin, Edmonton Sun 
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¢ Athabasca RC — Jimmy Jeong for Globe and Mail 


¢ Athabasca RC — Jimmy Jeong for Globe and Mail 


¢ Trying to save a house — Jimmy Jeong for Globe & Mail 


Not much left — Jimmy Jeong for Globe & Mail 
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Radio station gone but car okay — 92.7 Lake FM 


EDMONTON JOURNAL 


Seven pages of We've Moved! 
wildfires coverage | HOLE’S 


» Photos, videos, and more stories on 
More than a store 
edmontorpoumal.com wed and mobile A dextimation’ 
> A specal iPad/PlayBook section 
Updates on Facebook and Twitter 
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DEVASTATION 


Yet rere 


The town library, Rick MacWilliam, Edmonton Journal 


Global 
NEWS 
EXCLUSIVE 


Phone, power, water, gas, (fridge) — 1News 880 
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Subsequent flooding — Global News 


AMATEUR RADIO 


¢ Activated to support the POC 

¢ Team sent to Athabasca Reception Centre 
¢ Loss of communications from Slave Lake 
¢ Team Redirected to Slave Lake 

¢ Established HF, then a VHF backup 

¢ Stood down as communications solidified 


¢ No time to micro-manage — they were on their 
own 


COMMUNICATIONS 


¢ “No system in the world is designed for everyone 
to be on it at once”’ 


¢ Blackberry, satellite phone, EOC with | phone, 
lack of situation reports - all became issues 


¢ Total loss of communications at one point (when 
EOC burned down) 


¢ The importance of amateur radio at that point 
¢ Reprint of The Canadian Amateur article 


OVER-ALL 


¢ Over 470 homes and businesses burned 

¢ 40% of the community destroyed 

¢ $750,000,000 in insurable losses 

¢ $279,000,000 uninsurable costs and losses 


¢ Hospital, police station, telephone exchange did not 
burn! 


¢ 7,000 people evacuated from Slave Lake 
¢ 15,000+ people evacuated to 11(?) reception centres 


IN THE LAST 3 YEARS... 


¢ In the last 3 years, Alberta has dealt with 

¢ | in 500 year floods, 

¢ Possible haz-mat evacuation of 47,000, 

¢ the most damaging fire in Canadian history, 
¢ the second-largest oil leak in Alberta history 
¢ and numerous severe weather events 


FOR YOU 


e Disasters are inevitable 


¢ Modern communications still fails 
¢ You will still be needed 


¢ You will have to act on your own — at the 
direction and in support of others 


¢ You have to know your stuff 
¢ Please take all presentations seriously! 


QUESTIONS? 


ri m 
\ 
™ 


